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LIVE SHEEP EXPORTED ON MV AL KUWAIT, ALLEGED BREACH OF ANIMAL WELFARE ACT 
Statement by Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Local Government and Regional Development) 
[9.11 am]:  I notify the house of the status of the complaint made by Animals Australia regarding the live export 
of sheep on the MV Al Kuwait.  That process has received mixed coverage by the media during the past week.  
The Department of Local Government and Regional Development is working on appropriately addressing the 
complaint by Animals Australia that an alleged breach of the Animal Welfare Act 2002 has occurred. 

The State Solicitor’s Office is investigating the complaint lodged with the department by Animals Australia 
alleging a breach of section 19(3) of the act.  The State Solicitor’s Office was asked to consider the available 
evidence and to provide advice about whether a prima facie case exists; the prospects of a successful 
prosecution; and, if insufficient evidence is available to support a prosecution, what further investigations might 
be necessary.  It should be noted that it is not extraordinary that in the investigation of complex matters, advice 
from the State Solicitor’s Office is sought prior to the collection of further evidence.  The current examination of 
the complaint and its evidence by the State Solicitor’s Office is part of the broad investigation the complaint 
requires, given it is the first of its kind under the act. 

The government supports a humane live export industry, as it does farming.  This is a vital component of not 
only industry and regional Western Australia, but also the state’s economy, heritage and culture.  It was the 
Gallop Labor government that introduced the Animal Welfare Act 2002 to ensure the appropriate treatment of 
animals.  If the act is breached by anyone involved in the export of livestock, they can be charged under the act.  
Public discussions, including media comment, regarding the merits of the complaint currently being assessed by 
the State Solicitor’s Office are not helpful as it is possible that charges could be laid in response to the complaint.  
The State Solicitor’s Office is yet to give its response to the Director General of the Department of Local 
Government and Regional Development, and any further investigations or action will follow that advice. 
 


